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CARLSBAD IRRIGATION DISTRICT TRANSFER BILL SIGNED INTO LAW

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Senator Pete Domenici today confirmed that President
Clinton has signed into law a bill he authored to transfer certain “acquired lands” to the
Carlsbad Irrigation District in southeast New Mexico.

The president signed the Carlsbad Irrigation Project Acquired Land TransferCarlsbad Irrigation Project Acquired Land Transfer
ActAct (S.291) into law late Tuesday.  This Domenici-authored bill passed the Senate in
March 1999 and cleared the House of Representatives on June 7.  Rep. Joe Skeen
sponsored the measure in the U.S. House, and Senator Jeff Bingaman cosponsored the
measure in the Senate.

“This transfer is long overdue.  The administration is on the record in support of
this law.  I now fully expect the Bureau of Reclamation to cooperate and move to finalize
the transfer as soon as possible,” DomeniciDomenici said.  “This is a fair and equitable bill that has
been developed over years of negotiations.  This transfer shifts responsibility from the
federal government back to a local entity, and creates opportunity for the district to
improve and enhance the management of these lands.”

“I'm very happy for the people of Carlsbad and for the beneficiaries of the Carlsbad
Irrigation District,” SkeenSkeen said. “I'm proud to have worked on behalf of this legislation and
pleased that the bill has been finally signed into law.   This legislation keeps the promise
made by the federal government that when water districts pay off their debt, title for
federally acquired land is returned to the rightful owners -- the water districts.”

“It has taken years of perseverance in Congress and a great deal of patience on the
part of CID, but with the president's signature on this bill, we have finally reached the
finish line,” BingamanBingaman said. “This is a win for CID.”

The new law transfers the acquired land without affecting operations at the New
Mexico state park at Brantley Dam, or the operations and ownership of the dam itself. 
Furthermore, the new statue allows the CID to utilize proceeds from oil and gas leases on
the transferred lands and moves land management responsibilities from the federal
government to a local entity.

The law directs CID to continue to manage the lands as it has in the past.  The law
will accomplish three main objectives:
1. Allow title conveyance of acquired lands and facilities to CID;
2. Allow CID to assume management of leases and the benefits of the receipts from

these acquired lands; and,
3. Set a 180-day deadline for the transfer.

The Carlsbad Irrigation Project is a single-purpose project created in 1905 by the
Bureau of Reclamation, acquiring all dams, facilities, lands and water rights of the
privately-owned Pecos Irrigation Company.  CID has had operations and maintenance
responsibilities for the irrigation and drainage system since 1932.  It met all the repayment
obligations to the federal government in 1991.
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